INTRO

The Pearl Fishers presented four compelling views of society in 2020 based upon an axis of an inclusive or exclusive society and a regulated or deregulated use of technology. The scenarios range from a world with a tolerant and accepting society, where technology is tightly controlled, known as ‘The Symphony,’ to one where police are confronted by a society characterised by social and economical disadvantage and highly unregulated use of technology. This world in particular confronted all police executives, and became known as ‘The Jungle.’ Other possible futures included a highly exclusive society with regulated technology, known as ‘Big Brother,’ and a society characterised by unregulated use of technology, but a very inclusive society. This world was affectionately known as ‘Utopia.com’.
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Even more important than the content of the scenarios presented was the process that led to the creation of the scenarios. As scenarios are about possibilities rather than probabilities, about multiply thinking, triggering thinking, and challenging assumptions. The IALG outcome underlined the importance of using a variety of tools and methods in law enforcement to look into the future and the need to encourage strategic decision makers to consider their work for different angles. In other words; to think the unthinkable.  

